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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, DR 

SUBJ: MASS PARDON OF PRISONERS 

1 . ON EVENING DECEMBER 22, PRESIDENT BALAGUER ISSUED DECREE 
PARDONING SOME 150 PRISONERS, MOST OF WHOM APPARENTLY ARE COMMON 
CRIMINALS. LIST DID INCLUDE, HOWEVER, POLITICALLY KNOWN 

LEFTIST PERSONALITIES ELIGIO BLANCO PENA OF 14 JUNE REVOLUTIONARY 
MOVEMENT, MIGUEL ANGEL MUNIZ ARIAS OF MOVIMIENTO POPULAR 
DOMINICANO (MPD) U LWIODWO RUBIROSA GARCIA OF THE TRINITARIANS 
AND A NUMBER OF RIGHTEST EX-MILITARY FIGURES INVOLVED IN 
ABORTIVE 1971 WESSIN COUP PLOT. 

2. EACH CHRISTMAS PRESIDENT BALAGUER ISSUES PARDONS, BUT NUMBER 
GRANTED CLEMENCY THIS YEAR FAR EXCEEDS ANYTHING IN PAST. 
YESTERDAY S ACTION SEEMS TO BE CONTINUATION OF RECENT TREND 

TO RELEASE POLITICAL PRISONERS WHO NO LONGER ADVOCATE VIOLENT 
OVERTHROW OF GOVERNMENT, EVEN IF THEY HAVE PLOTTED AND ACTED 
AGAINST IT IN THE PAST. GOVERNMENT'S SOFTENING POLICY ON 
PRISONERS FOLLOWS RECENT TREND TO MORE PACIFIC LINE TAKEN 
BY EXTREME LEFT AND MAY REFLECT GOVERNMENT DESIRE TO 
ACCOMMODATE GROWING US INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS CONDUCT 
OF OTHER COUNTRIES. 
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